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THOREAU’S BICENTENNIAL 
 

This year marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of Henry 
David Thoreau (July 12, 1817-May 6, 1862), whose Walden; or 
Life in the Woods is a classic in American literature.      
 When Thoreau built a small cabin near Walden Pond 
outside of Concord, Massachusetts, in July of 1845 he didn’t 
know that his experiment in simple living would lead him to 
produce one of America’s most quoted books.  Here are a few 
selections from the book that made him famous: 
 “A man is rich in proportion to the number of things 
which he can afford to let alone.”  
  “How many a man has dated a new era in his life from 
the reading of a book.”  
 “I had three chairs in my house; one for solitude, two 
for friendship, three for society.”  
 “Every morning was a cheerful invitation to make my 
life of equal simplicity, and I may say innocence, with Nature 
herself.”  
  “I find it wholesome to be alone the greater part of the 
time.  To be in company, even with the best, is soon 
wearisome and dissipating.  I love to be alone.  I never found 
the companion that was so companionable as solitude.”  
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Left: First edition of Walden, 
published in 1854 by Ticknor 

and Fields.  Below:  Illustration 
by Michael Renton from the 
1980 Folio Society edition.  
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➢ The Thoreau Society will mark the 200th 
anniversary of Henry David Thoreau’s birth 
with the variety of events held from July 11 
through July 16.  For details, go to 
http://www.thoreausociety.org/event/thore
au-bicentennial-gathering-celebrating-life-
works-and-legacy-henry-david-thoreau. 
 
200 YEARS AGO IN LITERATURE . . . 
 
➢ Walter Scott’s Rob Roy was published 
anonymously on December 31 in 1817.   
 
➢ Six years after her death, Jane Austen’s 
first and last completed novels (Northanger 
Abbey and Persuasion) were published under 
her name in December of 1817 (with a date of 
1818).  All of her previous works had been 
published anonymously, but in these 
volumes a biographical note by her brother 
Henry Austen revealed the author’s name 
for the first time.   
 
150 YEARS AGO IN LITERATURE . . . 
 
➢ Henrik Ibsen’s Peer Gynt and Karl Marx’s 
Das Kapital were first published in 1867. 
 
➢ Laura Ingalls Wilder of Little House on the 
Prairie fame was born on February 7, 1867.  
English author Arnold Bennett was born on 
May 27, 1867. 
 
➢ Thomas Bulfinch, American collector of 
myths and legends, died in 1867.   
 
100 YEARS AGO IN LITERATURE . . . 
 
➢ In January of 1917, Francis Picabia 
produced the first issue (as well as the next 
three issues) of the Dada periodical 391 in 
Barcelona, Spain.  The magazine continued 
to be published until 1924. 

➢ In April of 1917, Virginia and Leonard 
Woolf accepted delivery of the hand-
printing press they would use for their 
Hogarth Press, located at their home 
(Hogarth House) in Richmond upon 
Thames.   
 
➢ Abraham Cahan’s novel, The Rise of David 
Levinsky, was published in 1917.  The book 
was a fictionalized autobiography of a 
Russian Jew who came to America and 
went from “rags to riches.” 
 
➢ Some landmark volumes of poetry were 
published in 1917.  They included Prufrock 
and Other Observations by T. S. Eliot, Renascense 
and Other Poems by Edna St. Vincent Millay, 
The Old Huntsman and Other Poems by Siegfried 
Sassoon, Poems (including “I Have a 
Rendezvous with Death) by Alan Seeger 
(posthumously), Poems by Edward Thomas 
(posthumously), and The Wild Swans at Coole, 
Other Verses and a Play in Verse by W. B. Yeats. 
 
➢ Four World War I poets were killed in 
action during 1917:  Edward Thomas (born 
1878) and R. W. Vernéde (born 1875) were 
killed on April 9, and Francis Ledwidge 
(born 1887) and Welsh-language poet Hedd 
Wyn (born 1887) were killed on July 31. 
 

  Poet Edward Thomas. 

http://www.thoreausociety.org/event/thoreau-bicentennial-gathering-celebrating-life-works-and-legacy-henry-david-thoreau
http://www.thoreausociety.org/event/thoreau-bicentennial-gathering-celebrating-life-works-and-legacy-henry-david-thoreau
http://www.thoreausociety.org/event/thoreau-bicentennial-gathering-celebrating-life-works-and-legacy-henry-david-thoreau
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MICHAEL RENTON:  WOOD ENGRAVER, 
LETTERING ARTIST, AND ILLUSTRATOR 
By Paula Jarvis 
 

Wood, stone, and paper were the materials 
on which Michael Renton created his art, 
whether engraved, carved, drawn, or 
lettered.  Born in London on January 1, 1934, 
he collapsed and died unexpectedly in 
Winchester on the 15th of July 2001.   

Looking back on Renton’s life, 
calligrapher John R. Nash wrote, “He 
became supremely accomplished in 
drawing, pen lettering (he wrote a vigorous 
italic hand), printing, signwriting and brush 
lettering, letter carving and wood engraving, 
and was a master—perhaps the last—of fine 
engraved lettering in wood in the tradition 
of Reynolds Stone and Leo Wyatt.” 

   Renton studied at Harrow School 
of Art, apprenticed as a commercial wood 
engraver at S. Slinger Ltd. in London, where 
he stayed until 1960, and later worked as a 
free-lance illustrator for various private 
presses.  He painted shop fascia signs, 
carved headstones, and taught typography 
as a visitor at Reading University.  In 

addition to illustrating books, he designed 
book jackets and book plates, and his 
Christmas cards (which he designed, 
engraved, and printed himself) were a 
special delight 
 He had many ideas regarding new 
letterforms and was able to carry out some 
of them through his association with 
Winchester Cathedral.  His last commission 
(shown below) was the Millennium font 
that he designed for the 12th century church 
of Farly Chamberlayne near Winchester.  
Consecrated in December of 2000, it bears 
the following words:  “A thousand years are 
but as a day in the sight of the Lord.” 

 

 

 

Michael Renton’s last 
commission was a 

modern font designed 
for the 12th century 

church of Farly 
Chamberlayne near 

Winchester. 
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A MICHAEL RENTON ALBUM 

  
 

Above left, Michael Renton carving letters for a plaque.  Above right, Renton’s original illustration, titled “The 
Strand,” for page 68 in Portrait of Rye by Malcolm Saville (see page 3), published by Henry Goulden, 1976. 

 

 
 

His Hands Magic. Michael Renton (1934-2001) is the only published book on Michael Renton.  Published by The Lettering 
and Commemorative Arts Trust, it includes 123 color and black-and-white illustrations and essays by Renton, John 
Nash, Simon Langsdale, Harriet Frazer, Simon Brett, Angela Lemaire, and the Reverend Canon Keith Walker.  
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Above left:  The Folio Society’s 2009 edition of Henry David Thoreau's Walden with period photographs of Walden 
Pond by Herbert W. Gleason and an introduction by John Updike.  Quarter-bound in leather with silk sides and 
presented in slipcase.  (Note:  The Folio Society also produced an earlier edition of Walden, with wood engravings by 
Michael Renton, in 1980.  See page 3.)  Center:  A reprint of Houghton Mifflin’s 1902 edition of Walden with thirty 
engravings, daguerreotypes, and period photographs.  Right:  Book-of-the-Month Club editions are not normally 
considered collectible, but this three-volume collection (Walden, The Maine Woods, and A Week on the Concord and 
Merrimack Rivers), published in 1996 and issued in a slipcase, is a fine addition to a Walden or Thoreau collection. 

 

 COLLECTING WALDEN by Paula Jarvis 
 
Bibliophiles with $20,000 or $25,000 to 
spare might be able to buy a first edition of 
Walden, but collectors with more modest 
budgets have many less-expensive options 
available to them.   
 A bibliophile who wants to build a 
Walden collection would do well to start 
with Yale University Press’s annotated 
edition, published in 2004 (below right).  
Another edition, published in the same year, 
is Shambhala’s offering (below left), with 
wood engravings by Michael McCurdy.   
 

   

Still other editions include The Folio 
Society’s 1980 and 2009 editions, the edition 
published by Penguin in 1938 for its 
Illustrated Classics line, a Limited Editions 
Club edition published in 1936, and an 
edition (not limited and later reprinted) 
published by The Heritage Club in 1939.   

Collecting multiple versions of 
Walden might seem to contradict the spirit of 
Thoreau’s desire to live simply, with just 
enough possessions to meet his basic needs.   
However, Thoreau himself lived in his cabin 
for only two years.  He then moved back to 
Concord, living in the Emerson home while 
Ralph Waldo Emerson was in Europe for an 
extended stay.  With the exception of his 
time on Walden Pond, Thoreau spent most 
of his adult life living with the Emersons or 
with other friends, enjoying the books and 
other possessions that surrounded him. 

The choices 
are vast for 
the novice 

Walden 
collector. 
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This Limited Editions Club edition of Walden. or Life in the Woods was illustrated with 16 photographs by Edward 
Steichen and issued in a slipcase.  It was published in 1936 by Merrymount Press in Boston.  Only 1,500 copies (each 
signed by Edward Steichen) were printed. 
 

 
 

This edition of Walden was published in 1938 as one of Penguin’s initial Illustrated Classics.  For this high-end line of 
books, Penguin chose works, such as Walden, that were out of copyright so that the company could eliminate royalty 
payments, using the savings to commission artists to illustrate the volumes.  To oversee this project, the company 
hired wood engraver Robert Gibbings, the owner of Golden Cockerel Press from 1924 until 1933.  Under his 
direction, the Illustrated Classics featured elaborate title pages, each with its own unique penguin. 
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BEAUTIFUL LIBRARIES OF THE WORLD 
 

 
Above, Trinity College Library, Dublin, Ireland 

 

Below, UNAM Central Library, Mexico City, Mexico 
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GOING TO THE DOGS:  FAVORITE COLLECTIBLES 
FOR CANINE-LOVING BIBLIOPHILES 
By Paula Jarvis 

You don’t have to be a dog owner to love 
books about dogs or to become a collector of 
dog-related books.  And once you start 
collecting dog books, you’ll find that the 
possibilities are endless.  Here are just a few 
books that you will want in your collection. 
 
Flush: A Biography by Virginia Woolf 
blends fiction and non-fiction to tell an 
imaginary “autobiography” of Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning's cocker spaniel.  
Published in 1933 by Hogarth Press 
(founded and operated by Leonard and 
Virginia Woolf), Flush draws upon two 
poems written by Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning (“To Flush, My Dog” and “Flush 
or Faunus”) and correspondence between 
Barrett and her husband, poet Robert 
Browning.  Flush can be read as a simple dog 
story, as a study of communications 
between animals and humans, and as a 
commentary about the class system and the 
status of women in Victorian England. 

Beautiful Joe by Margaret Marshall 
Saunders was a best-selling novel in 1893.  
Based on the life a real dog from the town 
of Meaford, Ontario, Beautiful Joe created 
world-wide awareness of the cruelties of 
animal abuse.  The author first heard of the 
dog’s sad story when she visited her brother 
and his wife, whose father had rescued the 
dog from the certainty of a painful death.  
Saunders transformed Joe’s story into a 
fictionalized autobiography with a new 
location (a small town in Maine) and 
changed names.  She entered her novel in 
the American Humane Society’s literary 
contest and won it.  It was published in 1893 
and by 1900 had sold more than 800,000 
copies in the U.S., 40,000 in Canada, and 
100,000 in the United Kingdom. 
 
Stickeen by American naturalist John Muir 
tells the story of an 1880 trip that Muir took  
 

(continued on page 10) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Barrett_Browning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Barrett_Browning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Cocker_Spaniel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meaford,_Ontario
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Muir
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GOING TO THE DOGS continued from page 9 
 

in Alaska with a dog named Stickeen.  Their 
unforgettable adventure on a glacier is now 
considered a classic dog story.  The story of 
Stickeen first appeared in The Century 
Illustrated Monthly Magazine in September 1897 
(V. 54, No. 5) in an abridged version under 
the title "An Adventure with a Dog and a 
Glacier."   

When Muir republished the story in 
1909 in an expanded book form, its title was 
Stickeen.  In 1915, Muir included a slightly 
shortened version of the Stickeen story in 
his Travels in Alaska.  Many years later, 
Ronald Limbaugh reconstructed Muir’s 
original manuscript in John Muir's "Stickeen" 
and the Lessons of Nature (published in 1996).   

John Muir felt that the story of 
Stickeen was the hardest thing he ever tried 
to write.  He saw it as “the herald of a new 
gospel" and said "in all my wild walks, 
seldom have I had a more definite or useful 
message to bring back."  
 
The Call of the Wild (1903) and White 
Fang (1906) by Jack London are two 
memorable contributions to the world of 
dog books.   
 
The Call of the Wild is a short adventure 
novel set in Yukon, Canada, during the 
Klondike Gold Rush of the 1890s, when 
strong sled dogs were in great demand.  The 
Call of the Wild focuses on a dog named Buck, 
who was stolen from his home in California 
and sold into service as a sled dog.  Forced 
to fight for his survival, Buck eventually 
becomes a leader in his new world.  The Call 
of the Wild was serialized in the Saturday 
Evening Post in the summer of 1903 and 
published a month later in book form.   
 
White Fang is the name of a wild wolfdog 
whose journey from wildness to 

domestication during the Klondike Gold 
Rush mirrors the story of Buck in The Call of 
the Wild.  White Fang was first serialized 
in Outing magazine and was published in 
book form in 1906.  Much of White Fang is 
told from White Fang’s viewpoint, revealing 
the violent world of wild animals and the 
often equally violent world of humans. 
 
Lad: A Dog first appeared as 12 short stories 
written for magazines by Albert Payson 
Terhune.  The author then collected the 
stories into a novel published in 1919 by  
E. P. Dutton.  Lad: A Dog was based on a real-
life rough collie born in 1902 and owned by 
Terhune’s father.  The book has been 
reprinted by Dutton more than 70 times.  It 
has also been reprinted by many other 
publishers since its original release and has 
been published in at least six international 
translations.   
 
Lassie is a fictional female rough collie that 
was featured in a short story by Eric Knight 
and later expanded into a full-length novel, 
published in 1940 as Lassie Come Home.  In 
1943, the novel was first filmed by MGM.  
Several other Lassie movies followed, along 
with a long-running, Emmy-winning 
television program.  Note to collectors:  The 
name “Lassie” was also used by Elizabeth 
Gaskell for her 1859 short story called “The 
Half Brothers.”  In Gaskell’s story, Lassie is a 
beloved female collie who rescues two boys 
who are lost in a snowstorm. 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Century_Illustrated_Monthly_Magazine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Century_Illustrated_Monthly_Magazine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saturday_Evening_Post
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saturday_Evening_Post
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolfdog
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outing_(magazine)
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Above:  An ad for one of the latest publications produced by the Book Club of California.  Bottom:  The Book Club 
of California honors people who have made significant contributions to the world of books and history. 
 

THE BOOK CLUB OF CALIFORNIA  

 

When it was founded in 1912, the Book Club 
of California had just under 60 members.  
Today it has almost a thousand members.  
Given the breadth of its mission and the 
quality of its programs, this really isn’t 
surprising. 

 It all began when a group of San 
Francisco bibliophiles suggested to Charles 
C. Moore, president of the upcoming 
Panama-Pacific International Exposition, 
that an exhibit of rare books and locally 
produced books be displayed during the 
exposition.  The book exhibition never 
materialized, but out of this meeting grew 
the Book Club of California, which is now 

known for its outstanding publishing 
programs (focusing on the history and 
literature of California and the American 
West), its exhibitions and lectures, and its 
superb Albert Sperisen Library, which 
preserves and promotes the art of fine 
printing. 

 Located in San Francisco on Sutter 
Street near Union Square and the entrance 
to Chinatown, the Book Club of California 
is open to the public Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. till 5 p.m.  It is closed on 
major holidays.  For information about the 
club’s activities and club membership, go to 
http://www.bccbooks.org/. 

 

 

http://www.bccbooks.org/
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AN ALBUM OF DOG BOOKS 

   
 

    
 

   

Below:  A little book about  
a little puppy. 


